
 
 

 

PEOPLE FIRST 

Worth it Wednesdays’ Community Engagement Series: This month, People First partnered 

with the NEON District and Teens with A Purpose to host Shine a Light, an art exhibition, for 

Tidewater Gardens residents at Commune restaurant on April 13th, 2022.  Residents were 

introduced to the fine arts in the NEON District along with live performances provided by 

local youth that included spoken word, modern dance, and musical compositions. 

Transportation, drinks, and a buffet-style dinner were provided. During the event, Teens with 

a Purpose also performed “OTU The Healing Quilt”, an interactive cultural arts experience. A 

Housewarming Gift Drive took place to collect new household items to support Tidewater 

Gardens families in their transition to new homes.  Collection for the drive has been extended 

to May 23rd, 2022.  Donations may be dropped off at World Trade Center Building or by 

shopping at the Amazon wish list, located here.   

 

Calvert Square Envision Center Grand Re-Opening: After closing due to the Covid-19 

pandemic, the Envision center reopened on April 14th and 15th with a celebratory community 

cookout, movies, and building tour. Located in Calvert Square, the Envision Center is 

designed to serve the St. Paul’s community and act as a centralized location for supportive 

services such as the Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority (NHRA)’s youth service 

programs, workforce development programs, Head Start programs, recreational programs, 

and activities for senior residents.  

 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) College Expo: In partnership with the 

O.A.T. Foundation and the Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Virginia, People First helped 

prepare Tidewater Gardens youth for college with the HBCU College Expo on April 9th, 2022. 

This program was designed for children 13 to 18 years of age and their parents to obtain 

helpful information regarding scholarships, financial aid, virtual college tours, college 

options, athletics, and sororities/fraternities. Tidewater Gardens residents had opportunities 

to connect with other high school students, apply for colleges and scholarships offered by the O.A.T. Foundation.     

 

Resident Services and Engagement Snapshot (as of 03/31/2022) 

 586 Households signed up for services  

 561 households (unduplicated) completed household assessments  

 158 Service Linkages1 in March and 62 Housing Stability Interventions2 

Relocation Updates (as of 03/31/2022) 
 500 households or 80.91% have transitioned out of Tidewater Gardens (266 of those utilized Housing Choice Vouchers) 

 54.12% expressed a desire to return to the new community 

 82% selected housing options in Norfolk  

 85% moved to neighborhoods with a poverty rate of less than 40% 

 

Interested in being a part of this transformative work?  People First is Hiring! People First is looking for a qualified Family 

Support Specialist to join the team in Tidewater Gardens. Please help us spread the word among your networks. The 

employment opportunities are available on the USI website here (enter Norfolk, VA to find local opportunities).   

 
1 Intentional connection to a supportive service resource for which a family has demonstrated need in housing stability, economic mobility, health and wellness, or 
education. People First tracks referral, waitlisting, enrolled, connected, and completed. 
2 Rent and utility relief, mobility and landlord-tenant counseling, barrier removal support to ensure families remain stably housed.   
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https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ET3SJ4UL651V?ref_=wl_share
https://www.paycomonline.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs?clientkey=B8689C441EB9B37FC4441ADD2BE61EE7
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REDEVELOPMENT 

Housing Groundbreaking Ceremony: April 19, 2022, marked a milestone for the St. 

Paul’s Transformation project, as many gathered at the future site of the first two 

housing developments (currently known as Blocks 19 and 20) to celebrate the official 

housing groundbreaking. In attendance were Tidewater 

Gardens residents, City and NRHA leadership, representatives 

from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD), Virginia Housing, community stakeholders and 

members of the Brinshore Development team. Also, in 

attendance, Congressman Bobby Scott who was instrumental 

in securing the city’s $30M Choice Neighborhood Initiative 

grant and Delegate Angelia Williams Graves of the 90th District, 

who as a former Norfolk City Council member spearheaded the 

St. Paul’s Advisory Committee. 

 

The Booker T. Washington choir and poet Iya El welcomed our 

guests and residents with both words of encouragement and 

songs of inspiration. Two honored guests - former residents of 

the Tidewater Gardens, Ms. Deborah Ross, and Kamberlyn 

Johnson shared their personal experiences, challenges, and 

ultimately their appreciation for the efforts made by USI on 

their behalf to find housing of their choosing. Among the 

speakers, Mayor Kenny Alexander, who stated, “This 

redevelopment initiative is about transforming lives with a 

holistic approach that uplifts families today and provides hope 

for a better tomorrow”. The event ended with the symbolic 

turning of the dirt under a beautiful sunny sky.  

 

The Blocks 19 and 20 apartment buildings will create new housing options and 

choices for returning Tidewater Gardens residents, as well as new residents 

and is projected to be completed in Summer 2023.   

 

Infrastructure Phase I Construction 

Construction on improvements to roads and infrastructure as part of the Tidewater Gardens revitalization continues to progress. 

To stay informed on lane and road closures in Tidewater Gardens because of construction, please visit stpaulsdistrict.org. The 

City of Norfolk also has a 24-hour construction hotline at 757-664-7220 for questions and concerns.  

 

ST. PAUL’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE The next meeting is on May 17th, 2022, at 6 pm at St. Mary’s Basilica. Miss the last 

meeting? You can find the meeting minutes here.  

Questions? Please email us at stpaulstransformation@norfolk.gov for more information.  

https://www.stpaulsdistrict.org/events-updates
mailto:stpaulstransformation@norfolk.gov

